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You are in listen-only 
mode. You can hear us, but 
we can't hear you.

Ask questions – Use the Q&A 
feature to submit questions. 
You can also contact us at 
iContact.ucsd.edu

We're recording. 
You'll be able to view this webinar 
recording at 
iNewStudentWebinars.ucsd.edu

Before
We
Begin





Who is ISEO?
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Your friendly staff at the International Services 
& Engagement Office

o 30 Professional Staff

o 15 Student Staff
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WELCOME!



First Steps Checklist



Accept Your Offer 
of Admission

• Log into your applicant portal and complete your 

Enrollment Checklist, including:

• Accepting your offer of admission

• Completing the California Residency for Tuition 

Purposes Questionnaire (if required)

https://beatriton.ucsd.edu/account/login?r=https%3a%2f%2fbeatriton.ucsd.edu%2fapply%2fstatus
https://students.ucsd.edu/finances/fees/residence/about.html
https://students.ucsd.edu/finances/fees/residence/about.html


iNewStudent.ucsd.edu



Maintaining Status

Understanding What It Means to “Maintain Your Status”

• Your immigration status is your responsibility

• We’re here to guide and support you — but this is your life!

• “Maintaining status” = staying legally eligible to study in the U.S.

• Note: Immigration requirements may be different from academic 

requirements

• Visit: iseo.ucsd.edu → Maintaining Visa Status Checklist

https://iseo.ucsd.edu/student-services/maintaining-status/checklist.html


Applying for your U.S. Visa:
Getting Started



iNewDegreeStudent.ucsd.edu
The Visa Process

01 06
Complete SEVIS Check-In 
to activate status

03

02
Schedule visa interview 

(DS-160, pay fees)

Receive visa stamp and 
plan travel to U.S.04

05

Attend visa interview

Arrive to the U.S. (apply 
for entry at Port of Entry)

Request and receive Form 
I-20 or DS-2019 from ISEO 

(required for SEVIS 
Transfer students too!)
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01 06
Complete SEVIS Check-In 
to activate status
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(DS-160, pay fees)

Receive visa stamp and 
plan travel to U.S.04

05

Attend visa interview

Arrive to the U.S. (apply 
for entry at Port of Entry)

TUESDAY 4/7!
Register for "Applying for your U.S. Visa" at 

iNewStudentWebinars.ucsd.edu

Request and receive Form 
I-20 or DS-2019 from ISEO 

(required for SEVIS 
Transfer students too!)
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Request Form I-20 or DS-201901

SEVIS Transfer Students

Are you currently in the U.S. on an F-1 or J-1 visa, and hoping 
to transfer your F or J status to UC San Diego?

You are still required to request a Form I-20 or DS-2019 from 
UC San Diego!

SAVE THE DATE
Join us Thursday, May 8 for a SEVIS Transfers Pre-Arrival 
Webinar. Visit iNewStudentWebinars.ucsd.edu to register.

https://ispo.ucsd.edu/programs-workshops/workshops-webinars/new-admits.html#2024-Pre-Arrival-Webinars


Confirm if you will be 
requesting:
an I-20 (for F visas) or 
a DS-2019 (for J visas)

If you're not sure, check 
iNewStudent.ucsd.edu

Request Form I-20 or DS-201901
iNewStudent.ucsd.edu



You must have:
A Form I-20 to apply for your F-1 visa stamp

OR
A Form DS-2019 to apply for the J-1 visa stamp

Request your Form I-20 or Form 
DS-2019 from ISEO via iServices

Once you receive your I-20 or 
DS-2019, you can submit the visa 

application at your local U.S. 
consulate

Request Form I-20 or DS-201901



iServices.ucsd.edu is open for newly 
admitted students

Access iServices by following instructions at

iNewStudent.ucsd.edu -> Drawer "Submitting 
a Request for an Immigration Document: 
Form I-20 (F-1) or DS-2019 (J-1)

Request Form I-20 or DS-201901



Prepare to submit your NEW ADMIT request by 
reviewing iNewDegreeStudent.ucsd.edu "Step 1" 
instructions:

• Gain access to iServices
• Meet the I-20/DS-2019 Funding Requirements
• Prepare other documents you will be required to 

upload
• Know your iServices deadline

Request Form I-20 or DS-201901
iNewDegreeStudent.ucsd.edu



Request Form I-20 or DS-201901

Regardless of the funding source, ALL financial documents must: 

• Be dated within 3 months at their time of submission to ISEO 
• Be in English, or accompanied by an official certified English 

translation
• Show funds that are immediately available. Funding cannot 

be frozen or in locked accounts, unless the document clearly 
shows a maturity date before your term start at UC San Diego

IMPORTANT – MONEY MATTERS
One of the most common reasons students experience delays 
receiving their Form I-20 or DS-2019 is due to issues with their 
financial documentation or funding requirements. 



Request Form I-20 or DS-201901

iServices.ucsd.edu



Submitting a Request

Students must submit the relevant 
NEW ADMIT Service request in 
iServices:

• New Admit I-20 Request: You will 
begin a degree program with UC 
San Diego in F-1 visa status.

• New Admit DS-2019 Request: 
You will begin a degree program 
with UC San Diego in J-1 visa 
status.

Request Form I-20 or DS-201901

Use iPortal to request services from ISEO

iServices.ucsd.edu



Submitting a Request

Students must submit a complete 
request in iServices:

• Complete all required E-Forms.

• Be sure you have submitted the 
Submission Confirmation to 
complete your New Admit 
request. 

Request Form I-20 or DS-201901

Use iPortal to request services from ISEO

iServices.ucsd.edu



Request Form I-20 or DS-201901
iNewDegreeStudent.ucsd.edu

Pro Tip:
Funding 

Requirements

iServices.ucsd.edu



Request Form I-20 or DS-201901

Pro Tip:
Funding 

Requirements



Request Form I-20 or DS-201901
iNewDegreeStudent.ucsd.edu

Pro Tip:
SEVIS Transfer 

Eligibility

iServices.ucsd.edu



Request Form I-20 or DS-201901

Processing time for NEW 
ADMIT documents is generally 15 
business days from the date you 
successfully submit a complete (no 
further updates/edits needed) 
NEW ADMIT request in iServices. 

Review instructions at 
iNewStudent.ucsd.edu before you 
get started!



FORM I-20 FORM DS-2019

Request Form I-20 or DS-201901

Once your Form I-20 or 
DS-2019 is ready, it will be 
emailed to your UCSD 
email for you to access. 
You will need to download 
it, print it, and sign it.

You MUST download, 
print, and sign it by hand.

You MUST review it for 
accuracy!

iNewDegreeStudent.ucsd.edu



Request Form I-20 or DS-201901

Newly admitted students should not 
request an Updated I-20 or DS-2019 for a 
major change until after arrival to the 
United States and your SEVIS record has 
been registered.

• Submit Form I-20 or DS-2019 after you 
have made major changes (if 
applicable).

• If you change your major after your 
Form I-20 or DS-2019 is issued but 
before you arrive to the U.S., please 
refer to ISEO's Support Letter to show a 
Consular Officer or at the U.S. Port of 
Entry (if requested).



iNewStudent.ucsd.edu
The Visa Process

Request and receive Form 
I-20 or DS-2019 from ISEO 

(via iServices)
01 06

Complete SEVIS Check-In 
to activate status

03

02
Schedule visa interview 

(DS-160, pay fees)

Receive visa stamp and 
plan travel to U.S.04

05

Attend visa interview

Arrive to the U.S. (apply 
for entry at Port of Entry)



Get Engaged



iNewStudents
Newsletter

• Critical information
• Email iprograms@ucsd.edu if 

you are not receiving these 
newsletters



ISEO has created a Welcome Guide filled with
helpful checklists and interactive links: 

• Next steps to take before you start classes

• Next steps to take preparing for arrival

• Next steps to take upon arrival

Learn more at
https://iseo.ucsd.edu/programs/guides.html

Welcome Guide

https://iseo.ucsd.edu/programs/guides.html


Surf Check Guide: Coming to UC San Diego

• Created for students by students covering
the most frequently asked questions
international students

• Covers topics like housing, arranging
transportation from airport to campus, 
setting up a phone account, bank account, 
and more!

Learn more at
https://iseo.ucsd.edu/programs/guides.html

Surf Check Guide

https://iseo.ucsd.edu/programs/guides.html


GAP.ucsd.edu



iPrograms
Redefining the world we know with one experience at a time.

iPrograms.ucsd.edu



iEvents.ucsd.edu
iEvents Calendar



Loren Ipsum

Follow us
on Instagram!

https://www.instagram.com/istudents.ucsd/



Additional Resources



IMPORTANT DEADLINES & REMINDERS

April
May & 
June

July Sept

Apply for on-campus 
housing

Visit: hdh.ucsd.edu

Begin requesting your
visa documents via 

iServices

Visit: 
iServices.ucsd.edu

Deadline to submit health
immunization requirements
and complete OPHD training

Visit: 
studenthealth.ucsd.edu

Tuition due

Move-In

Check-In

New International
Student Orientation

Visit: 
iOrientation.ucsd.edu

Mid-
Apsril

Housing Application
Deadlines: 

May 7 for First-Year 
Students

June 7 for Transfer
Students

Visit: hdh.ucsd.edu



Upcoming Pre-
Arrival Webinars

• April 7: Applying for your U.S. Visa

• April 9: Undergraduate Student Housing

• April 14: Student Health: Insurance & Immunization

Requirements

• April 16: Finances & Student Accounts

• April 21: Student Life and Getting Involved

• April 23: Campus Safety

• April 28: Getting Set Up in the U.S. (Surf Check Live) 

• May 5: SEVIS Transfer Process F-1 Students

All webinars will be recorded and posted at

iNewStudentWebinars.ucsd.edu



MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9am - 4pm
+1 858.534.3730
iContact.ucsd.edu

iNewStudent.ucsd.edu

Follow us on Social Media!

UC San Diego International
Services and Engagement Office

UC San Diego ISEO @istudents.ucsd @ISEOUCSD
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